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Erwin Wurm, St. Pancras Truck
Autore: Erwin Wurm

Selection solo exhibitions

2013

Wittgenstein’s Grammatik der Leibeslibungen, Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, Paris Pantin, France
Xavier Hufkens Gallery, Brussels, Belgium

MOCAK (Museum of Contemporary Art in Krakow), Krakow, Poland

2012

Beauty Business, Dallas Contemporary, Dallas, USA

De Profundis, Albertina, Vienna, Austria

Am | a house?, CAC Malaga — Centro de Arte Contemporaneo, Malaga, Spain
Home, Vitra Design Museum, Weil am Rhein, German

Samurai & Zorro, Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, Salzburg, Austria

Blow Up, Galerist, Istanbul, Turkey (curated by Jérome Sans)

One Minute Sculptures, Open Eye Gallery, Liverpool, Great Britain
Kastenmann, Standard Hotel, New York, USA

2011

Yes Biological, Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, Paris, France

The Beauty Business, gem — Museum voor Actuele Kunst, Gemeentemuseum Den Haag, The
Hague, Netherlands

Beauty Business, Bass Museum of Art, Miami Beach, USA

Schéner Wohnen, MAK — Museum fiir angewandte Kunst, Vienna, Austria

Wear me out, Middleheimmuseum, Antwerp, Belgium

Misconceivable, Kunsthallen Brandts / Brandts Klaedefabrik, Odense, Denmark

Galerie Elisabeth & Klaus Thoman, Innsbruck, Austria

Micro-Retrospective, Institute of Contemporary Art — Sofia (ICA-Sofia), Sofia, Bulgaria> Test Site:
How to Make a One Minute Sculpture, Henry Art Gallery, University of Washington, Seattle, USA

2010

Liquid Reality, Kunstmuseum Bonn, Bonn, Germany (curator: Stephan Berg)

Narrow Mist, UCCA — Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing, China (curator: Jerome Sans)
Private Wurm, Kunst der Gegenwart — Essl Museum, Vienna, Austria

Selbstportrait als Essiggurkerl, Museum der Moderne Salzburg, Austria

Elogiate i ceti inferiori soprattutto per rimanere inferiori, BASE, Progetti per L’Arte, Firenze, ltaly
Gulp, Lehmann Maupin Gallery, New York, USA

Project — Selfportrait as Pickles, Jack Hanley Gallery, New York, USA

2009

Stadtische Galerie im Lenbachhaus und Kunstbau, Munich, Germany

Desperate Philosophers, Galerie Xavier Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium

The Desperate Philosophers — Neue Skulpturen, Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, Salzburg, Austria
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Yes Biological, Wall House #2, Groningen, Netherlands

2008

Keep a Cool Head, Central House of Artists, Moscow, Russia

The Artist Who Swallowed The World, Kunstmuseum St. Gallen, Switzerland

Spit in Someone’s Soup, Malmé Konstmuseum, Malmd, Sweden

Desperate, Galerie de L'UQAM. Université du Quebec a Montréal, Montréal, Canada (curator:
Patric Duhamel )

Tell, Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, Salzburg, Austria

Ich — Es — Uberich, Tomio Koyama Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

Hypnose I, Galerie Krinzinger, Vienna, Austria

Galerie Nicola von Senger, Zurich, Switzerland

2007

Das ldcherliche Leben eines ernsten Mannes, das ernste Leben eines ldcherlichen Mannes,
Deichtorhallen Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany

Musée d’Art Contemporain de Lyon, Lyon, France

Hamlet, Kunsthaus Zlrich, Zlrich, Switzerland

Le lieu unique, Nantes, France

Direktionsskulptur — con vista sulle mie montagne, Museum Hetdomein Sittard, Sittard,
Netherlands

Musée des Beaux-Arts de Rouen, Rouen, France

Erwin Wurm — New Sculptures, Galerie Xavier Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium

2006

Keep a Cool Head, MUMOK Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig Wien, Vienna, Austria
The artist who swallowed the world, Ludwig Forum fiir Internationale Kunst, Aachen, Germany
Erwin Wurm — New Sculptures, Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art, Newcastle, UK

The Idiot, Sala de Exposiciones Canal de Isabel Il, Madrid, Spain

I love my time, | don’t like my time: Recent works by Erwin Wurm, Rose Museum at Brandeis
University, Waltham, Massachusetts, USA

Adorno was wrong with his ideas about art, Museum der Moderne, Salzburg, Austria Cristina
Guerra Contemporary Art, Lisbon, Portugal

Home, Galerie Anne de Villepoix, Paris, France

2005

MACRO Museo d'Arte Contemporanea Roma, Roma, ltaly

I love my time, | don't like my time, Contemporary Art Center, Cincinnati, Ohio, USA
Glue your brain, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney, Australia

Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice, ltaly

The Idiot, Galerie Xavier Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium

Museu do Chiado, Museu Nacional de Arte Contemporanea, Lisbon, Portugal

Am | a House?, Galerie Krinzinger, Vienna, Austria

2004

I love my time, | don't like my time: Recent works by Erwin Wurm, Yerba Buena Center for the
Arts, San Francisco, USA

TRAC-Tecnologie e Ricerca Artistica Contemporanea, Palazzo Fichera, Centro per I'Arte
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Contemporanea, Catania, Italy

Photo and Video Sculpture by Erwin Wurm, KvadraT Gallery, St. Petersburg, Russia
Jack Hanley Gallery, San Francisco, USA

2003

ZKM — Zentrum fir Kunst und Medientechnologie, Karlsruhe, Germany

European Dream, Museo de Arte Carillo Gil, Mexico City, Mexico

One Minute Sculptures, Orifice, ACCA Australian Centre for Contemporary Art Gertrude
Contemporary Art Spaces, Melbourne, Australia

Erwin Wurm videos, RISD - Rhode Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island, USA
One Minute Sculptures, FRAC Provence-Alpes-Céte d’Azur, Marseille, France

Galerie Anne de Villepoix, Paris, France

2002

Fat Survival — Handlungsformen der Skulptur, Neue Galerie Graz am Landesmuseum Joanneum,
Graz, Austria

Galleria d’Arte Moderna, Bologna, ltaly> Centre National de la Photographie, Paris, France

Fat Car, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France

Sculptures with embarrassment, Studio K, Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma, Helsinki, Finland
Galerie Art: Concept, Paris, France

Jack Hanley Gallery, San Francisco, USA

Sylvie Fleury and Erwin Wurm, Galerie Krinzinger, Vienna, Austria

2001
Performance Drawings, Drawing Center, New York, USA
Sleeping for two months, Centre pour I'lmage Contemporaine, Geneva, Switzerland
Videos 1991-2001, Fundaci6 Joan Mir6, Barcelona, Spain
Fat car, MAMCO Musée d’Art Moderne et Contemporain, Geneva, Switzerland> Galerie Ars Futura,
Zurich, Switzerland
Galerie Krinzinger, Vienna, Austria

2000

The Photographers Gallery, London, UK

FRAC Limousin, Limoges, France> Galerie Art: Concept, Paris, France
Jack Hanley Gallery, San Francisco, USA

Centre pour I'lmage Contemporaine, Geneva, Switzerland

Selection group exhibitions

2013
Disaster — from Andy Warhol to Banks Violette, Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, Paris Pantin, France

2012

Pink Caviar — New Acquisitions 2009-2011, Louisiana — Museum of Modern Art, Humlebaek,
Denmark> Art and press, Martin Gropius Bau, Berlin, Germany

Parallelwelt Zirkus / The Circus as a parallel Universe, Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna, Austria> Atelier +
Kiiche = Labore der Sinne, MARTa Herford, Herford, Germany
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Reflecting Fashion — Kunst und Mode seit der Moderne, Mumok, Vienna, Austria

Von Sinnen — Wahrnehmung in der Zeitgendssischen Kunst, Kunsthalle zu Kiel, Kiel, Germany
Die Sammliung, 21er Haus, Vienna, Austria> Kunst ist schén, Macht aber viel Arbeit, Stadtische
Galerie im Lenbachhaus & Kunstbau, Munich, Germany

2011

Albertina Contemporary, Gerhard Richter bis Kiki Smith, Albertina, Vienna, Austria> Superstress,
54th Biennale di Venezia, Palazzo Cavalli Franchetti, Venice, ltaly

Die Frucht der VerheiBung, Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg, Germany

The Original Copy — Photography of Sculpture 1839 to Today, Kunsthaus Zirich, Zurich,
Switzerland

Car Culture — Medien der Mobilitdt, ZKM, Zentrum flr Kunst und Medientechnologie, Karlsruhe,
Germany

Wunder — Kunst, Wissenschaft und Religion vom 4. Jahrhundert bis zur Gegenwart, Deichtorhallen
Internationale Kunst und Fotografie Hamburg, Germany

The fashion world of Jean Paul Gaultier — From the sidewalk to the catwalk, Montreal Museum of
Fine Arts, Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Temporary Structures — Performing Architecture in Contemporary Art, deCordova — Sculpture Park
and Museum, Lincoln, Massachusetts, USA

Anti/Form — Sculptures from the MUMOK Collection, Kunsthaus Graz, Austria

2010

The Original Copy: Photography of Sculpture, 1839 to Today, MoMA, Museum of Modern Art, New
York, USA

Atopia, CCCB, Centre de Cultura Contemporania de Barcelona, Spain> Towada Art Center,
Towada, Japan

2009

3rd Moscow Biennial, Moscow, Russia (curator: Jean-Hubert Martin)

Too Much of Me: 7 Paths through the absurd (with detour), MUMA, Monash University Museum of
Art, Melbourne, Australia (curator: Geraldine Barlow)

2008
Art of Participation: 1950 to Now, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, USA
First Person Video, The Box, Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus, Ohio, USA

2007

All about laughter: role of humors in contemporary art, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan
Affinities - Deutsche Guggenheim, 1997-2007, Berlin, Germany

Timer 01 Intimacy — Triennale Bovisa, Triennale Museum in Milan, Milan, ltaly

2006

Le mouvement des images, Centre Pompidou, Musée National d’Art Moderne, Paris, France
In den Alpen, Kunsthaus Zirich, Zurich, Switzerland> Art and Play, Museum of Modern Art,
Saitama, Japan

2005
Biennale d'Art Contemporain de Lyon, Lyon, France (curators: Jérome Sans, Nicolas Bourriaud)
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Marking Time, Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions, The Getty Center, Los Angeles, USA

2004
International Biennial of Contemporary Art of Seville, Seville, Spain (curator: Harald Szeemann)
Arti & Architettura, 1900—2000, Palazzo Ducale, Genua, Italy (curator: Germano Celant)

2003

Das lebendige Museum, Museum Moderner Kunst, Frankfurt am Main, Germany Performance y
casi Performance, Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid, Spain

2002

Tempo, MoMA, Museum of Modern Art, New York, USA

2001
Azerty: Un abécédaire aléatoire autour des collections du FRAC Limousin, Centre Pompidou,
Musée National d’Art Moderne, Paris, France

2000
Biennale d'Art Contemporain de Lyon, Lyon, France> The SKky is the Limit, Biennale Taipei, Taiwan
(curator: Jérbme Sans, Manray Hsu)

1999
Transformation, Scuola di San Pasquale — San Francesco della Vigne, XLVIII Biennale di Venezia,
Venice, Italy



a museum of refused and
unrealised art projects

Titolo:
St. Pancras Truck

Anno:
2012

Descrizione del progetto:

“Erwin Wurm is often described as a deconstructor of the concept of “sculpure” and creator
of a new definition of how we conceive it"'. La scultura & totalmente riformulata nella mani
di un artista contemporaneo, a cui non sono sufficienti i classici presupposti scultorei tanto
da scardinarli e intraprendere una strada altra, aperta dal ready-made duchampiano,
quindi alla poetica dell’oggetto comune, che attraversa anche una fase pop e neo pop, per
arrivare ad una nuova riformulazione della scultura stessa.

Questo camion fluttuante sembra volare - it can’t stop (per citare il video dei Red Hot Chili
Peppers diretto da Mark Romanek che cita lo stesso Wurm): questo suo stato di equilibrio
riporta alla mente le azioni delle One Minute Sculptures, quando il soggetto e costretto a
mantenere I'immobilita per un minuto, creando dei momenti di sosta e falsa stabilita.

La torsione del mezzo fa parte sempre delle tecniche di stravolgimento percettivo che
Wurm adotta, quasi per creare un’epifania dell’'oggetto stesso, una nuova vita € un nuovo
significato.

Questa scultura e stata pensata per la stazione St.Pancras, che si trova nella parte nord di
Londra: la struttura risale al 1861 e questa sua essenza vittoriana induce sempre di piu a
incorniciare questo lavoro di Wurm come irreale, anche se l'artista con le sue opere ci
vuole comunicare ben altro e superare questa forma fantastica per approdare ad una
riflessione piu profonda sul defunzionamento dell’'oggetto, uno sguardo sulla realta da una
prospettiva diversa.

Descrizione della documentazione del progetto:

1_St.Pancras.jpg (22,54 x 16,93 cm, 72dpi)
Fotomontaggio del rendering dell'opera ambientato nella nuova stazione di St. Pancras,
Londra.

Committente e ulteriori informazioni sul progetto originale:
St. Pancras train station, London (GB)

Motivo di mancata realizzazione:

L’artista ha dichiarato che “Il camion é stato progettato con una lunghezza massima di 10
m, ma la Commissione ha constatato che era troppo piccolo e che avrebbe dovuto essere
20m!”

1 Martin Pesch, Minute Man, “Frieze”, No. 52, May 2008.
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Bibliografia specifica

Martin Pesch, Minute Man, “Frieze”, No. 52, May 2008.

MACRO/Hall. Erwin Wurm, a cura di Danilo Eccher, Electa, Milano, 2006.
David Galloway, Upping, “ARTnews Magazine”, October 2010.

Erwin Wurm. Desperate Philosopher. Interview by Francesca Nicoli, “Arte e critica”, No.
61, 2010.

Giovanni lovane, Erwin Wurm, As cool as a cucumber, “SEGNQ”, June/August, 2009.

Sally O'Reilly, The Body in Contemporary Art, Thames & Hudson, London, 2009, ed ita.: Il
corpo nell'arte contemporanea, Piccola Biblioteca Einaudi, Torino, 2009.

scheda a cura di:
Valentina Rossi

pubblicato su MoRE museum il 01.06.2013
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Erwin Wurm

Artist:

Title:
St. Pancras Truck

Year:
2012

Project review:

“Erwin Wurm is often described as a deconstructor of the concept of “sculpture” and
creator of a new definition of how we conceive it"?. Sculpture is totally re-interpreted in the
hands of a contemporary sculptor to whom the traditional sculptural tools are not enough
and who decides to scatter them and to take a completely different route, inaugurated by
Duchamp with his ready-made, the poetic of the ordinary object, and then continued in a
pop and neo pop period, to end up in a brand new reformulation of sculpture itself.

This floating truck seems to fly - it can’t stop (to quote the Red Hot Chili Peppers music
video, directed by Mark Romanek and quoting Wurm himself); this situation brings back to
the mind the actions of the One Minute Sculpture series, in which the subject is forced to
lie still for one minute, creating moments of pause and apparent stability. The twisting of
the vehicle is always part of this techniques of distortion of perception that Wurm adopts
almost to create an epiphany of the object itself, a new life and a new meaning.

This sculpture was thought for St. Pancras station, located in northern London; the building
dates back to 1861 and its victorian character contributes to frame this work as unreal,
even if the artist through his works wants to communicate much more than that and goes
beyond this “fantastic” dimension to reach a much deeper reflection on the de-functioning
of the object, gazing at reality from a different perspective.

Project materials review:

1_St.Pancras.jpg (22,54 x 16,93 cm, 72dpi)

Photomontage of the rendering upon the backgrounf of the new St. Pancras Station,
London.

Commissioner and other informations about the original project:
St. Pancras train station, London (GB)

Unrealized project: reason why
The artist declared that “the truck was planned with a maximum length of 10m, the
Commission found that too small, it should have been 20m!”

2 Martin Pesch, Minute Man, “Frieze”, No. 52, May 2008.
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Curated by:
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