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Titolo: 
Iggy Pop Life Drawing Class

Anno: 2006-2011

Descrizione del progetto:
Tutti i progetti di Jeremy Deller presentati all’interno di MoRE sono stati inizialmente 
selezionati ed esposti dall’artista all’interno della mostra monografica retrospettiva Joy in 
People1, e pubblicati nel relativo catalogo nella sezione intitolata “My  Failures (2004-
present)”: nelle sue stesse parole ‘una sezione di lavori che speravo di essere in grado di 
fare, ma non sono stato in grado di fare’

“I had this idea; it’s almost the kind of thing where, if I did it right, I wouldn’t have to make 
art ever again, or at least I felt that way at the time. The plan was to invite Iggy Pop to 
pose anonymously for a life-drawing class, with a group  of artists, some of whom wouldn’t 
necessarily know who he was. The drawings would then have been donated to the 
Smithsonian Institution and preserved as a document of this man’s body  and what it 
represents in terms of popular culture and pop  music. These drawings, by  Sarah Tynan, 
suggest what the life drawing class could have offered up.” 2

La proposta - presentata con queste parole dall’artista - era appunto di invitare un’icona 
della cultura popolare come Iggy Pop  a posare, senza rivelare la propria identità agli 
studenti, come soggetto per una classe di disegno dal vivo; i cui risultati sarebbero stati  
poi donati e conservati presso lo Smithsonian Institution. La ricerca dell’artista si concentra 
in particolare sull’importanza di preservare contenuti e valori sociali collegati alla musica 
pop e alla sua fruizione, inserendoli in un più ampio contesto culturale, e in particolare sul 
ruolo che vengono ad assumere alcuni gruppi o cantanti rispetto a una comunità di fan3  
oppure, come in questo caso, a un pubblico eterogeneo e inconsapevole. 
Il documento è un disegno di Sarah Tynan, un esempio di quelli che avrebbero potuto 
essere i risultati del lavoro della classe.

Descrizione della documentazione del progetto:
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Iggy Pop Life Drawing Class, 2006–2011. Interpretazione d’artista di Sarah Tynan.

Committente e ulteriori informazioni sul progetto originale:

1!  Jeremy Deller: Joy in People, Hayward Gallery, London, 22.02-13.05.2012; ICA, Philadelphia, 
19.09-30.12 2012; Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 01.02-28.04.2013.

2!  Joy in people. Jeremy Deller, Hayward Publishing, London, 2012, p. 196

3!  a questo proposito si pensi ai lavori dedicati a Manic Street Preachers, The Uses of Literacy (1997), 
e Depeche Mode, Our Hobby is Depeche Mode (2006, con Nick Abrahams).



Non erano presenti committenti. 
Il progetto originale avrebbe dovuto coinvolgere nelle intenzioni dell’artista lo Smithsonian 
Institution di Washington, che avrebbe ricevuto in dono i risultati del lavoro.

Motivo di mancata realizzazione:
non specificato

Bibliografia specifica 

Joy in people. Jeremy Deller, Hayward Publishing, London, 2012.

scheda a cura di:
Marco Scotti

pubblicato su MoRE museum il 01.02.2013



Title:
Iggy Pop Life Drawing Class

Year: 2006-2011

Project review:
all Jeremy Deller projects presented inside MoRE museum were initially chosen by the 
artist himself, have been exhibited in the monographic retrospective show Joy in People4,   
and published in the catalogue section entitled “My Failures (2004-present)”: in his own 
words ‘a section of works that I wish I’d been able to make but wasn’t able to’.

“I had this idea; it’s almost the kind of thing where, if I did it right, I wouldn’t have to make 
art ever again, or at least I felt that way at the time. The plan was to invite Iggy Pop to 
pose anonymously for a life-drawing class, with a group  of artists, some of whom wouldn’t 
necessarily know who he was. The drawings would then have been donated to the 
Smithsonian Institution and preserved as a document of this man’s body  and what it 
represents in terms of popular culture and pop  music. These drawings, by  Sarah Tynan, 
suggest what the life drawing class could have offered up.” 5

The proposal - presented with these words by  the artist - was precisely  to invite an icon of 
popular culture - such as Iggy Pop - to pose, without revealing his identity to the students, 
as a model for a drawing class: the results of these sessions would then have been 
donated and preserved at the Smithsonian Institution. 
The artist's research focuses here on the importance of preserving social content and 
values related to pop  music and to its fruition, placing them in a broader cultural context, 
and in particular on the role which certain bands and musicians assume for specific 
communities of fans6  or, as in this case, for an heterogeneous and often unconscious 
public.
The document is a drawing by Sarah Tynan, and serves as an example of what could have 
been the result of the work of the class.

Project materials review:
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Iggy Pop Life Drawing Class, 2006–2011. Artist's impressions by Sarah Tynan

Commissioner and other informations about the original project:

4!  Jeremy Deller: Joy in People, Hayward Gallery, London, 22.02-13.05.2012; ICA, Philadelphia, 
19.09-30.12 2012; Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 01.02-28.04.2013.

5!  Joy in people. Jeremy Deller, Hayward Publishing, London, 2012, p. ?

6!  We can think about his works which focused on Manic Street Preachers, The Uses of Literacy 
(1997), and Depeche Mode, Our Hobby is Depeche Mode (2006, with Nick Abrahams).



There was no commissioner.
In the artist intentions the Smithsonian Institution in Washington would have been 
involved, and would have received the results of the work as a donation.

Unrealized project: reason why
not specified

Dedicated bibliography:

Joy in people. Jeremy Deller, Hayward Publishing, London, 2012.

Curated by:
Marco Scotti

Published on MoRE museum 01.02.2013


